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A Message from the FHHO President:

Overall, I would sum up 2009 as a transitional year for your association. Sally Miller's tireless efforts
to involve new and long-time residents reinvigorated our board of trustees with many new
members. There were changes to our executive committee as well, with Pam Mason stepped down
after serving as our corporate secretary for several years due to her increased teaching load. Her
insightful participation in committee meetings will be missed, but she remains a valued member of
our board. Marla Zwinggi, a relative newcomer to Forest Hill, has volunteered to take on Pam's
responsibilities as secretary. Jeffrey King agreed to fill the position of vice president of standards
after Erika Van Kirk announced that her limited stay in Forest Hill had come to an end now that her
husband has completed his studies at Case dental school.

Our new volunteers bring a wealth of creativity and enthusiasm to our association and we have a lot
on our plate for 2010, including the redesigned newsletter you are reading, improvements to our
properties, new features for our website and an exciting speaker for the annual meeting in the fall. |
look forward to what is already shaping up to be an exciting year for FHHO.

Sincerely,
Christopher J. Hubbert

The Lore of Forest Hill:
It Really is a Small World

Last Christmas, Steve Kinsella of St. Paul, Minnesota,
visited his in-laws in Vermont. As he often does, he spent
some time perusing antique shops. On this trip, he
stumbled across a bronze architectural model of a French
Norman home. It was such a work of art that Steve
purchased it. All he knew about the model was a name
etched on the front, “Andrew J. Thomas Architect.”
When he returned to Minnesota, he “Googled” the name
and found Forest Hill. Steve was curious about what he
had discovered and wanted to know if his model was of
a Forest Hill home. Initially he contacted the Forest Hill
Historic Preservation Society and they passed his email
on to me. Here is what | was able to tell him.

In the mid 1920s, John D. Rockefeller, Jr. engaged New
York architect Andrew J. Thomas (1875-1965) to plan an
upscale residential and commercial development that
would become Forest Hill. Self-educated, Thomas
championed low-income housing in New York City and
popularized the garden apartment. He also designed
numerous other housing projects for Rockefeller,
although Forest Hill is believed to be his only work in
Ohio. For visual continuity, he designed all of the Forest
Hill homes in the same French Norman style featuring
steeply pitched slate or terracotta tile roofs, wavy-edged
red cedar siding, Ohio sandstone, and brick kilned in a
color pallet specially created for the development. Using



