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A Message from the FHHO President, Christopher J. Hubbert:  
 
Dear Neighbors: 
 
My wife and I moved to Forest Hill from Shaker Heights almost three years ago. I was 
immediately impressed by the energy and dedication of the officers of the homeowners 
association, traits that inspired me to become involved. We live in a wonderfully diverse 
and vibrant neighborhood and as president of our association, I am excited about the 
possibilities that 2005 holds. We plan to continue to improve our properties and spread 
the word about Forest Hill. Of course, we also face challenges. We are all concerned 
about the recent difficulties that East Cleveland has experienced, and we are exploring 
ways in which we may be able to help. 
 
But we can’t serve you, our members, without your input. I urge all of you to be a part of 
our association. Let us know what you think and how we can serve you better. You can 
leave a message for us at the Blue Cottage at 216-932-8952 or email me at 
President@FHHO.org. Consider volunteering your time (there is always much to do!). And 
finally, even if you don’t have the time to volunteer or an opinion or concern to voice, 
please show your support by sending us your dues. Thank you to all of you who have 
already done so. It’s a wise investment in your community. 
 
Christopher J. Hubbert 
President 

New Neighbors Elected to Help the Neighborhood 
 
As you review the sidebar, you will notice some new names and some familiar names. So goes a 
typical Forest Hill election. Christopher J. Hubbert, former Secretary, was elected President of 
FHHO. Tony Rupcic, Sally Miller and Clyde Henry retained their positions as Treasurer, Vice-
President of Membership and Vice-President of Standards, respectively. New faces include Robert 
E. Davis – Sr. Vice President and Pam Mason – Secretary. Former FHHO President, Dick Secor
has agreed to serve as Chairman of the Board of Trustees and Former Area-Chairs, Hester 
Lewellen and Herschell McCoy have agreed to assist as Chair Emerita and Emeritus. 
 
In addition to Executive Officers, half of the neighborhood Trustees were elected or re-elected. The 
2005 slate is: Marie Ashford (Rumson) Clara Robinson (Mt. Vernon) Nate Wright (Monticello) 
Jeff King (Forest Hills) Maria Wolf (Westover) Mickey Lucas (Seaton) Tony Frost (Hollister) 
Sylvester Bennett (Carver) Louise Kates (Mt. Vernon) Mark Lowe (Glynn) Nancy Moody
(Wyatt) David Richardson (Newbury) Paula Kennedy (Kew) Clara Robinson (Monticello) Ron 
Ramsey (Burlington) Dick Secor (Rumson) Gwendolyn Bennett (Hereford) Darryl Stewart
(Northvale) Bob Muth (Brandon) Hester Lewellen (Eastwick) Debra Adrine (Cleviden) Kathy 
Thomas (Brewster) Herschell McCoy (Henley) Debra Brown (Henley) and Clyde Henry
(Monticello.) 
 
Special thanks goes out to Elaine Perample and her nominating committee of Sally Miller, Jane 
Riedel, Leonora Roth and Jim Uhlir for finding such a strong group. 
We are in good hands with this admirable group of neighbors! Thank you all. 



Notes from the Forest Hill Historic 
Preservation Society 

 
Two exciting things are about to draw attention to our 
neighborhood. Both speak positively of the interesting 
place we call home. 
 
The April issue of This Old House Magazine features an 
article about architecturally cohesive residential districts 
with a preservation society that draws support from a 
Home and Garden Tour. Alongside Natchez, Mississippi, 
Pasadena, California and Hoboken, New Jersey, Forest Hill 
is highlighted. We were sought because of the collection of 
French Norman “Rockefellers”. They were looking for a
compliment to the antebellum homes of Natchez and the 
Arts & Crafts homes of Pasadena. Last fall, a photographer 
from the magazine came to town and spent over thirteen 
hours shooting detail elements of a collection of houses. 
While we had little control over the content of the article, 
we talked with the writers, telling them about our history 
and explaining the exciting individuality of our 
neighborhood. 
 
On June 25, 2005, from 12:00 to 6:00PM, the Forest Hill 
Historic Preservation Society will hold its 7th Home and 
Garden Tour. The 2003 tour, featuring twelve of the 
original Rockefeller homes was the most successful in our
organization’s history. This year, we are hoping to combine 
the “new” and “old.” As is always the case, we will feature 
some of the “old” Rockefeller homes, but we also want to 
showcase the “newly historic” home that grace our 
neighborhood. We are currently looking for Arcy and Scholz
homeowners who are willing to show off their homes. If 
this is you, please call us. These structures are important 
stepping stones in the history of architecture. Sharing them 
with an interested populous can be very rewarding. This 
biennial tour is the only source of funding for the 
organization’s educational endeavors, so success is crucial 
to our existence and our mission. 
 
The original homes of our neighborhood have taken their 
place in history alongside other noteworthy architecture. 
Our neighborhood park has been heralded and honored as 
a great example of landscape planning. Now, the next 
generation of design is coming into its own. Mid-century 
art, design and architecture is demanding and earning the 
respect easily granted to previous movements. 
 
So often, we take advantage of the unique homes and area 
we call home. Validation from a national resource, renown
for its appreciation of old homes is a nice reminder that 
most people don’t live in similar surrounds. During our last 
tour, over 600 people came to see the homes in our 
neighborhood. A national spotlight on our past combined 
with sharing important mid-century landmarks with friends 
and neighbors will make it difficult to ignore our special 
place in Cleveland. 
 
-Jeffrey R. Dross 
(Jeff is President of FHHPS. An article by the Society 
appears in each issue of the Forest Hill newsletter. If you 
are interested in more details about the organization, call 
him at 321-0206.) 

The Lore of Forest Hill II 
Did you know that the Heights Rockefeller Building at the 
corner of Mayfield and Lee was to have a clock tower with 
bells announcing the quarter hours?  The Sunday, 
September 21, 1930 edition of the Cleveland Plain Dealer 
featured an article announcing the completion of the 81 
Rockefeller homes along Brewster and adjacent streets as 
well as construction of the Heights Rockefeller Building.  An 
architect’s drawing of the building included in the article 
clearly shows the steeple clock tower.  According to Arlene 
Rich in our Summer 1978 newsletter, Cleveland Heights 
city officials objected to the bell tower because of the 
noise, and it was not included in the final plan. 
 
For many years long-time Forest Hill resident Arlene Rich 
served as our newsletter editor and contributed a column 
entitled “The Lore of Forest Hill” expounding upon the 
stories and history of our community.  We are reviving the 
column in Arlene’s honor, and will include aspects of Forest 
Hill’s history in future issues. 

Michael Ruhlman to Speak 
The Cleveland Heights Historical Society and the City of 
Cleveland Heights Landmark Commission invite you to a 
talk by Michael Ruhlman, acclaimed author and Cleveland 
Heights resident, who will discuss his new book “HOUSE: A 
Memoir.”  The presentation will also feature homes from 
the Forest Hill neighborhood. 

·   Time: Wednesday April 13 at 7:00 pm 
·   Place: Cleveland Heights Historical Center/Superior 

Schoolhouse (at the corner of Euclid Hts. Blvd. and 
Superior Rd.) 

·   Reservations Required — Call 216-291-4878 
·   Admission is free but seating for the presentation is 

limited to 50 people. 
·   Parking is available at the Cumberland Pool parking 

lot; handicapped and special needs parking is provided 
at the Schoolhouse. 

Michael Ruhlman’s ability to take a wide range of subjects 
— cooking, education, medicine, boat making — and make 
them his own has made him a widely known and respected 
writer. In his latest offering, he owns the subject literally 
and figuratively: his Cleveland Heights home. 
  
Exploring its roots and renovation, HOUSE delves into one 
family’s saga to establish a new home — everything from 
haggling with carpet-delivery men to researching the 
history of the neighborhood and the home’s former 
residents. HOUSE is a terrific narrative and, now, a 
pleasant and informative evening of entertainment. 
  
Ruhlman “has a wonderful sense of narrative and pace ... 
an amazing visual and aural memory.” — The New York 
Times Book Review 
 “Mr. Ruhlman consistently comes through with touching 
lyricism.” — The Wall Street Journal 
  
HOUSE is now available at Appletree Books, Mac’s Backs 
and other area book stores. 



Forest Hill Babysitting Co-Op 
 
In the past, neighbor, Marcie Ashford has organized 
play groups and childcare cooperatives in the Forest 
Hill neighborhood. One is not however, currently 
active. If the idea of sharing time with your 
neighbors in an effort to help each other with your 
children sounds helpful, contact Marcie at 371-3889 
or e-mail her at Marcie_wakefield@hotmail.com. 

 
2004 Annual Meeting 

 
The annual meeting of Forest Hill Home Owners was held 
on November 30, 2004 at the A.M. McGregor Home.  As 
always, we thank McGregor for generously allowing us to 
use their facility.  Despite the poor weather, there was a 
good turnout and everyone enjoyed Kara Hamley 
O’Donnell’s presentation “Forest Hill — Then and Now.” 
Kara is the historic preservation planner for the City of 
Cleveland Heights.  After Kara’s talk, representatives of 
each of our committees reported on our progress in 2004. 
Tony Rupcic, our treasurer, announced that we would 
complete the year with a slight profit (as of December 31, 
we had net income of $809).  Residents then elected even 
numbered trustees and unanimously adopted a new code 
of regulations to govern our organization.  President-elect 
Christopher Hubbert noted that the amended code both 
simplifies and clarifies the structure of our association.  A 
list of our trustees and the new regulations are posted on 
our website at FHHO.org.   
 
A general discussion of issues facing our residents followed 
the official portion of the meeting.  Christopher announced 
that Robert Davis, our senior vice president, will head a 
committee focused on the issues facing East Cleveland and 
act as the association’s liaison with other organizations 
considering these matters.  Several residents suggested 
that the association should consider whether all of Glynn 
Road could be added to FHHO, including the application of 
the deed restrictions (presently only a portion of Glynn is 
subject to the covenants).  Our executive committee is 
reviewing the issue and plans to report its findings at the 
next residents’ meeting.  In the interim, please contact us 
and let us know your thoughts — FHHO is your association 
and we want to hear from you! 
 

Forest Hill Welcomes Boom 
BOOM, a highly respected vintage design shop, has 
relocated to the Heights Rockefeller Building at 2499 Lee 
Boulevard.  Boom will be Cleveland’s only east side venue 
to specialize in vintage Mid-20th Century “Eames Era” 
furniture, lighting and decorative arts.  This includes the 
works of such noted designers and manufacturers as 
Charles Eames, Saarinen, Bertoia, Knoll, Herman Miller, 
Dunbar, Widdicomb and George Nelson, as well as many 
Scandinavian designers.  The store is owned by Cleveland 
Heights residents Deborah and Michael Edwards and was 
previously located in the Lorain Avenue Antiques District.  
 

Dutch Harley Featured in Plain Dealer 
The December 10, 2004 Plain Dealer featured a story 
about long-time Forest Hill resident and past FHHO officer 
Roy “Dutch” Harley entitled “Meet the protector of Forest 
Hill Park.”  Dutch has been instrumental for many years in 
preserving the park and spoke briefly at our annual 
meeting last November about recent progress that has 
been made in the park.  We all thank Dutch for his 
contribution to our community. 

Do You Have Any Old Forest Hill 
Treasures? 

 
As you can imagine, the “Blue Cottage” is home for a lot of 
old Forest Hill history. It is also filled with nooks and 
crannies that have been ignored from time to time. As we 
“spring clean” we are trying to assemble the archival goods 
in an interesting and easy to use manor. One thing that is 
immediately apparent is that we do not have everything we 
thought we did. This is where you can help us and we can 
help you. If you are doing your own spring cleaning, 
perhaps we can take some of the things you have collected 
over the years. (For example, we are missing many of the 
early FHHO Newsletters.) You clean up your house and we 
complete our record of the history of Forest Hill. Please 
give us a call at the cottage and tell us what you have. We 
will determine if we need it to complete our records or if it 
is a duplicate item. Once we have the information 
complete, we hope to arrange everything in a nice display, 
so everyone can see and use these important items. 
 
Please help by calling 932-8952 and leave a message. 

Notification to Home Owners in Forest Hill
 
Written approval from the Forest Hill Home Owners 
Association is required for new construction, exterior 
alterations and/or additions to comply with Deed 
Restrictions. 
 

Written Approval is Needed For: 
Windows / Roofing / Siding / Fences / Patio 

Enclosures / Room Additions / Deck 
 
Call 216-932-8952 for an application. FHHO, Inc. 
approval is in addition to and independent of City approval.



 

Forest Hill Home Owners, Inc. 
2419 Lee Boulevard 
Cleveland Heights, Ohio 44118 
216-932-8952 
www.fhho.org 

Three Decades of Lights 
Residents of Burlington and 
Rumson lined their streets with 
luminaries on Christmas Eve last 
December, honoring a Forest 
Hill tradition for the 30th 
straight year in a row.  Mary 
Wisenbaugh first introduced the 
candle lighting custom to 
Rumson in 1974 when she 
moved there from Berea.  The 
“las luminarias” practice dates 
back to the 16th century when 
Spanish villagers in the new 
world lighted crossed piñón pine 
boughs to decorate walks and 
rooftops, symbolizing their 
efforts to light the path of the 
Holy Family on the road to 
Bethlehem.  Eventually paper 
bags were substituted for 
branches and today a gallon 
plastic milk jug and a plumber’s 
candle makes an ideal lantern. 
Perhaps your street will join the 
Burlington/Rumson “las 
luminarias” tradition next 
holiday season.   
 

Have you said, “Hello!” to 
our new neighbors? 

RHONDA MOLENDAAR – Glynn 
KENNETH WILSON – Monticello 
RICHARD AND RENNIE HOUCK – 
Monticello 
CHARLES REDEEMER – Hereford 
PATRICIA STOREY - Carver 

Forest Hill Flag 
Are you interested in flying a Forest Hill 
flag? The Forest Hill Preservation Society is 
considering creating a flag for their 
upcoming tour. The effort is in its early 
stages, but we they have made contact 
with a short-run manufacturer of flags in 
the Columbus area and the cost will be 
modest. ($35-45) They are now working on 
a design that blends the history of our 
neighborhood with the needs of the future. 
Send a note to ladrossceur@core.com if 
you would like to purchase one, once the 
design and cost are solidified. It would 
certainly be nice if EVERYONE flew the flag 
on tour day! 
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Edith Roth 
Former FHHO Office Manager and 
mother of Past-President, Leonora 
Roth passed away earlier this year. 
During her years as office manager, 
she spent many hours turning the 
former real-estate sales office into the 
community center it is today. Our 
deepest sympathy goes out to her 
family along with thanks for her many 
years of service to the community. 

Burlington Lot Fence 
 
Did you know that the lot at the corner of 
Burlington and Mayfield is owned by the
Forest Hill Home Owners? Over the past 
few years, you may have noticed that the 
fence is deteriorating. The Forest Hill Home 
Owner Executive Board has recently 
contracted to have the fence replaced. 
Work should begin this spring and a new 
fence should be in place for the summer. 


